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THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA

PREAMBLE

WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having solemnly resolved to constitute India into a '[SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST
SECULARDEMOCRATICREPUBLIC]and tosecuretoallitscitizens:

JUSTICE, social, economic and political;

LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship;
EQUALITY of status and of opportunity; and to promote among themall
FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the individual and the’ [unity and integrity of the Nation];

IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY this twenty-sixth day of November, 1949, do HEREBY ADOPT, ENACT
AND GIVETO OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION.

1. Subs, by the Constitution (Forty-Second Amendment) Act. 1976, sec. 2, for "Sovereign Democratic Republic” (w.e.f.
3.1.1977)

2. Subs, bythe Constitution (Forty-Second Amendment) Act. 1976, sec. 2, for "unity of the Nation” (w.e.f.3.1.1977)

THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA

Chapter IV A
FUNDAMENTAL DUTIES

ARTICLE51A
Fundamental Duties - It shall be the duty of every citizen of India-

(a) to abide by the Constitution and respect its ideals and institutions, the National Flag and the
National Anthem;

b) tocherishand follow the nobleideals whichinspired our national struggle for freedom;

d
e

to defend the country and render national service when called upon todo so;

to promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all the people of India
transcending religious, linguistic and regional or sectional diversities; to renounce practices
derogatory to the dignity of women;

(f) tovalueand preservetherich heritage of our composite culture;

(g) to protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers, wild life and to
have compassion for living creatures;

h) todevelopthescientifictemper, humanism and the spirit ofinquiry and reform;
to safeguard public property and to abjure violence;

to strive towards excellence in all spheres of individual and collective activity so that the nation
constantlyrises to higherlevels of endeavourand achievement;

(
(c) toupholdand protectthe sovereignty, unity and integrity of India;
(
(

)
)

'(k) who is a parent or guardian to provide opportunities for education to his/her child or, as the case
may be, ward between age of sixand forteen years.

1. Ins.bythe constitution (Eighty - Sixth Amendment) Act, 2002 S.4 (w.e.f. 12.12.2002)
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Preface

Environmental Education has been recognized as an essential component of education
worldwide. With its rich biodiversity, India faces several challenges in the areas of
environmental management and conservation. In the wake of the inevitable changes, the
need to inculcate appropriate values among students to appreciate and care for their
environment is foremost.

Para 8.15 of the National Policy of Education (NPE 1986) of India states terms: "There is a
paramount need to create a consciousness of the environment. It must permeate all ages
and all sections of society, beginning with the child. Environmental consciousness
should inform teaching in schools and colleges. This aspect will be integrated in the
entire educational process".

Recognizing the need to educate the middle school learners about their environment and
the ways to conserve natural resources, the Board has introduced the Teachers' Manual for
Classes VI to VIII. The activities incorporated in the manual are based on various themes
related to the environment and are designed in sucha way that the students of the middle
school group are able to relate to their environmentthrough them. Itis a challenging task to
make Environmental Education effective for-Classes VI to VIII. Efforts have been made to

achieve those goals through this manual.

I appreciate the Committee members for their commendable efforts in bringing out this
Manual. I also extend my thanks to Dr. Sadhana Parashar, Professor and Director
(Academic, Research, Training‘and Innovation) for the valuable guidance and inspiration
that has helped in making this Manual possible. Any suggestions for further improvement

of the Manual are most welcome.

Vineet Joshi
Chairman, CBSE
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Introduction

"Our environment, the world in which we live and work,
is a mirror of our attitudes and expectations."

-Earl Nightingale

Environmental Education is a lifelong process that aims at developing aware and
concerned citizens about the environment and its challenges and enhance knowledge,
skills, attitudes and values, ability to solve the environment related problems. The
individuals through environmental education are sensitized about the environmental
issues that promote sustainable development.

The world's first intergovernmental conference on Environmental Education was
organized by the United Nations Education, Scientific, and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) in cooperation with the U.N. Environment Programme (UNEP) and was
convened in Thbilisi, Georgia (USSR) from October 14-26,1977.

The goals of Environmental Education are:

1. to foster clear awareness of, and concern about, economic, social, political, and
ecological interdependence in urban andrural areas;

2. to provide every person with opportunities to acquire the knowledge, values,
attitudes, commitment, and skills heeded to protect and improve the environment;

3.  to create new patterns of behaviour of individuals, groups, and society as a whole
towards the environment:

(Resource: Environmental Education in Washington: Status Report 2004 Appendix C)

Article 48-A of Constitution of India highlights the responsibility of protecting and
improving the environment and says -

"The State shall endeavour to protect and improve the environment and to safeguard the
forests and wildlife of the country".

As per Article 51-A (g)

"It shall be the duty of every citizen of India to protect and improve the natural
environment including forests, lakes, rivers and wildlife and to have compassion for
living creatures."
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In context of the above, there is a need to educate our children for Environmental
Education and therefore it has been provided an important place in the school curriculum.
The Board has introduced the Teachers' Manual for Classes VI to VIII for Environmental
Education. It consists of activities based on various themes related to environment that can
be performed by employing simple tools and techniques in the school premises under the
supervision of the teacher.

The activities are designed in a way that they include peer interaction among the learners
while performing them which strengthen their critical thinking.

I sincerely hope the manual will achieve the purpose of making efficient citizens who are
able to contribute to the welfare of the environment.

Dr. Sadhana Parashar

Professor and Director (Academic, Research, Training and Innovation), CBSE
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